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DETAILED ACTION 

i 

1 . This is a Final Rejection in response to the Amendment/Remarks filed on 
January 12, 2007, to the original application filed 03/06/2002. 

2. Claims 1-48 are currently pending. Claims 12-19 and 33-35 and 37-47 are withdrawn 
from consideration. Applicant has canceled claim 36. Claims 1-11, 20-32, and 48 are rejected. 

3. Effective filing date March 06, 2002. 
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■ * 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

i 

5. Claims 1-11, 20-32 and 48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pope et al US 20020178190Al-filed 05/22/2001 (hereinafter Pope), in view of 
Broadbent et al. US 20020178190A1- filed 05/22/2001 (hereinafter Broadbent). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly production system comprising: a server having 
a plurality of templates and other document assembly assets including a 

* 

plurality of input documents stored therein. 

(See Pope Fig. 5 and also para 6, teaching a web-based system for automatically generating 
correspondence. The system includes a web server for generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing. 

and at least one remote computer configured to communicate with said 

* 

server directing said server to access said plurality of templates. 

Also see Pope para 6, teaching The system includes a web server for generating web 
pages that are transmitted for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data 
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and document template, generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing 
and editing. 

and said other assembly assets to assemble fully formatted documents 
without using any document-assembly software and word processing 
software stored on said at least one remote computer. 

Also see pope at para 24-26, teaching the NOVA system is able to insert a graphical 
image of the author's signature, if desired. 

Also see pope at para 65, teaching the user of NOVA system does not have to call up a 
separate word processing program in order to edit the generated document. Using the broadest 
reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed without using word processing 
software as equivalent to NOVA system does not have to call up a separate word processing 
program as taught by Pope, sine Microsoft Word is seamlessly integrated into the web browser 
used to access the NOVA system as taught by Pope at para 26. 
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Said sever configured to: Prompt a user through the at least one remote 
computer to select a template from the plurality of templates, 

Also, see Pope fig. 1 para 29, discloses document generation software 34 that 
automatically generates business correspondence based upon inputs received at a personal 
computer 12 in the network. 

Also, see Pope para 6, teaching type of correspondence to be generated and an input ' 
variables section for identifying a subject of the correspondence document template and, using 
the retrieved data and document template.' 
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each template is associated with a class document to be assembled for types 
of transaction, wherein each document class includes a plurality of document 
types typically associated with the corresponding transaction type. 

Also, see Pope para 56, teaching once the document type has been identified, and the 



information that is entered into the input variables section is used to identify the particular 
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transaction. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed 
class document as equivalent to the document type as taught by Pope. And because the 
Applicant invention specification discloses, "select a class of document to be assembled, and 
then prompts the user to select from a list of issues and matters those specific documents that are 
necessary for the business deal." (See Applicant invention specification para 31), and also see 
Applicants invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in complex involved 
transactions, referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, mergers, acquisitions 
and real estate transactions, generate lengthy and complex documents in order to negotiate, 
finalize, and document such deals." (See Applicant invention specification para 2). 

generating the assembled document based on the identified input documents 

* 

and the transaction responsive received. 

Also, see Pope fig. 1 para 29, discloses document generation software 34 that 
automatically generates business correspondence based upon inputs received at a personal 
computer 12 in the network.) 

In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

display document structure questions on the remote computer, wherein the 
document structure questions displayed are controlled by logic and 
conditions imbedded in the selected template and are displayed in a tree 
format. 

(See Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140-146, discloses the Automated Compliance Engine 
(ACE) wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) were used to provides an 
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extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then". Using 
the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed logic and conditions 
as equivalent to DOM and Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) wherein hierarchical data 
structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" as taught by Broadbent. 
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the document structure questions prompt the user to identify specific 
document types representing specific contractual provisions to be included in 
the assembled document for completing the transaction type. 

Also, see Broadbent fig. 9 and para 140, teaching Automated Compliance Engine, which 
is a rule based system, where each expression represents the Mf part of a rule, and the subset of 



tasks associated with the expression represents the 'then' part of a rule. 
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Also, see Broadbent para 182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing 
the product attributes that are required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, 
balloon, index, etc. Each loan application is linked to this information via the loanproductld 
compliance parameter. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the 
claimed specific contractual provisions as equivalent to specific loan application as taught by 
Broadbent. And because the Applicant invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in 
complex involved transactions, referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, 
mergers, acquisitions and real estate transactions." (See Applicant invention specification 
para 2). 

identify pre-assigned, modifiable input documents from the plurality of input 
documents compatible with the selected template and the document structure 
responses for generating the documents to be assembled. 

Also, see Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140-146, discloses the Automated Compliance 
Engine (ACE) wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) were used to 
provides an extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and 
then". 

Also, see Broadbent para 182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing 
the product attributes that are required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, 
balloon, index, etc. Each loan application is linked to this information via the loanproductld 
compliance parameter. 

the identified input documents including data fill-points. 

Also, see Broadbent fig. 28, showing the questions and answers with data fields. 
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display transaction questions on the remote computer, wherein the 
transaction questions displayed are controlled by logic and conditions 
imbedded in the selected template and the document structure responses; 



receive a response for each transaction question displayed, wherein the 
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transaction responses populate the data fill-points included within the 
identified input documents. 

* 

Also, see Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140-146, discloses the Automated Compliance 
Engine (ACE) wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) were used to 
provides an extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and 
then". 

Also, see Broadbent para 182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing 
the product attributes that are required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, 
balloon, index, etc. Each loan application is linked to this information via the loanproductld 
compliance parameter. 

Also, see Broadbent fig. 28, Shows the question and answer with data fields. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent' s Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) into Pope's New Office Vision 
Application ("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into 
automatically generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) 
wherein an input variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; provides an 
extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" logical 
argument to user responses of Pope's New Office Vision Application ("NOVA").) 
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Regarding independent claim 20, the rejection of claim 1 is fully incorporated, and is rejected 
along the same rationale. In addition, Pope teaches: 

a database coupled said server for storing a plurality of templates and 
other document assembly assets including a plurality of input documents. 

(See Pope para 27, discloses a network of personal computers or workstations running a web 
browser software, is connected using the Internet or other network connection to a central 
network server computer running a web server software. The personal computers in the network 
form the "front end" of the NOVA system, that is, the portion of the system that is actually seen 
by users of the system. The server computer and associated components, described below, form 
the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope at page 2 para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases.) 

Regarding claim 2, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 further 
comprising at least one database coupled to said server, each template 
stored in said database. 

(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases.) 
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Regarding claim 3, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 2 wherein 
said database comprises at least one security system that limits access to 
said database to authorized users. 

(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases. 

Also, see Pope para 42, the NOVA system couples to secure login feature.) 

Regarding claim 4, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to restructure and reassemble a previously assembled 
document. 

(See Pope Fig. 5 and also para 6, teaching a web-based system for automatically generating 
correspondence. The system includes a web server for generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner reads the claimed restructure and reassemble 
a previously assembled document as equivalent to generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
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generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing as taught by 
Pope.) 

Regarding claim 5, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to restructure. 

(See Pope Fig. 5 and also para 6, teaching a web-based system for automatically generating 
correspondence. The system includes a web server for generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner reads the claimed restructure and reassemble 
a previously assembled document as equivalent to generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing as taught by 
Pope. 

reassemble previously assembled documents by performing at least one of 
changing parameters within the previously assembled document, and adding 
new data to the previously assembled document while reusing organizational 
elements and document specific data common to the previously assembled 
document. 
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Also see Pope Fig. 5 and also para 6 and para 69, teaching the retrieved data and 
document template, generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and 
editing, the outside web application sends all of the data required to generate the document to 
NOVA through request parameters in the web browser. The use of request parameters in the web 
browser replaces the main NOVA screen, illustrated in FIG. 5 and discussed above, where user 
chooses formatting options and what document to generate. The "Instant" feature allows for data 
from any source to be used, such as Oracle or Sybase. The NOVA system does not require that 
users of the outside application to be a user of the NOVA system in order to user the "Instant" 
feature. 

Regarding claim 6, Pope does not expressly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to assemble documents from an invoked template and said 
other assembly assets to assure compliance with state and federal laws, 
rules, and regulations, and business entity rules, regulations, and policies. 
(See Broadbent para 27, teaching the LOS with a platform to allow other entities to underwrite 
the loan compliance system which contains a rules engine built around the required Federal and 
State regulations and which tracks and records every step in the process to provide a record of 
completion for Federal and State regulators and to assure that loan originators meet and exceed 
federal, state, local and professional laws governing the relations between real estate sales and 
mortgage lending activities. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

■ 

invention was made to have modified Broadbent's Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
couples to a rule engine into Pope's New Office Vision Application ("NOVA") that 
automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically generated business 
letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input variables section 
appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; provides an assurance that loan originators 
meet and exceed federal, state, local and professional laws governing the relations between real 
estate sales and mortgage lending activities (see Broadbent at page 3 paragraph [0027]). 

Regarding claim 7, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to integrate pre-approved documents from another 
computer system into said assembled document as said documents are 
being assembled. 

(See Pope Fig. 5 and also para 6 and para 69, teaching the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing, the outside 
web application sends all of the data required to generate the document to NOVA through 
request parameters in the web browser. The use of request parameters in the web browser 
replaces the main NOVA screen, illustrated in FIG. 5 and discussed above, where user chooses 
formatting options and what document to generate. The "Instant" feature allows for data from 
any source to be used, such as Oracle or Sybase. The NOVA system does not require that users 
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of the outside application to be a user of the NOVA system in order to user the "Instant" feature. 
Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner reads the claimed pre-approved 
documents as equivalent to document template as taught by Pope.) 

Regarding claim 8, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to display at least one of a user identity who created said 
document assembly. 

(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases. 

Also, see Pope para 42, the NOVA system couples to secure login feature.) 

In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

and a workflow status of said document assembly. 

(See Broadbent at page 25 paragraph [0271] also see fig. 5 and 20), discloses Automated 
Compliance Engine (ACE) couples to Xoan Fulfillment Workflow Engine\ 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent's Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
couples Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine into Pope's New Office Vision Application 
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("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically 
generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input 
variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; to keep the process moving 
and to ensure that all appropriate parties perform their assigned tasks in the proper order to meet 
all rules requirements applicable to the mortgage loan transaction (see Broadbent at page 3 
paragraph [0027]). 

Regarding claim 9, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to display a report including at least one of a summary of 
all document assembly elements, a summary of missing and incomplete 
parameters, and a summary of missing and corrupted document assembly 
elements. 

(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases. 

Also, see Pope para 42, the NOVA system couples to secure login feature.) 



In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 
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display a report including at least one of a summary of all document 
assembly elements, a summary of missing and incomplete parameters, and 
a summary of missing and corrupted document assembly elements. 

(See Broadbent at page 25 paragraph [0271] also see fig. 5 and 20), discloses Automated 
Compliance Engine (ACE) couples to Xoan Fulfillment Workflow Engine'. Using the broadest 
reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed display a report including at least 
one of a summary of all document assembly elements, a summary of missing and 
incomplete parameters, and a summary of missing and corrupted document assembly 
elements as equivalent to 'Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine' as taught by Broadbent. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent' s Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
couples Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine into Pope's New Office Vision Application 
("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically 
generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input 
variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; to keep the process moving 
and to ensure that all appropriate parties perform their assigned tasks in the proper order to meet 
all rules requirements applicable to the mortgage loan transaction (see Broadbent at page 3 
paragraph [0027]). 

Regarding claim 10, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 9 wherein 
said at least one remote computer. 
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(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end n of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases. 

Also, see Pope para 42, the NOVA system couples to secure login feature.) 

In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

is further configured to communicate with said server to displayed the 
report prior to finalizing the assembly of the fully-formatted documents. 

(See Broadbent at page 25 paragraph [0271] also see fig. 5 and 20), discloses Automated 
Compliance Engine (ACE) couples to 'Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine'. Using the broadest 
reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed displayed the report prior to 
finalizing the assembly of the fully-formatted documents as equivalent to Loan Fulfillment 
Workflow Engine' as taught by Broadbent. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent' s Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
couples Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine into Pope's New Office Vision Application 
("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically 

■ 

generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input 
variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; to keep the process moving 
and to ensure that all appropriate parties perform their assigned tasks in the proper order to meet 
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all rules requirements applicable to the mortgage loan transaction (see Broadbent at page 3 
paragraph [0027]). 

Regarding claim 11, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said at least one remote computer is further configured to communicate 
with said server to provide secure access to said server such that only 
authorized users can access said document assembly data. 
(See Pope para 27, teaching by users of the system. The server computer and associated 
components, described below, form the "back end" of the NOVA system. 

Also, see Pope para 29, discloses the NOVA system couples to various 
databases. 

Also, see Pope para 42, the NOVA system couples to secure login feature.) 

In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

reports generated by said system relating to said assembled documents, 
data links provided within said system, and data stored in at least one 
database coupled to said server. 

(See Broadbent at page 25 paragraph [0271] also see fig. 5 and 20), discloses Automated 
Compliance Engine (ACE) couples to Xoan Fulfillment Workflow Engine'. Using the broadest 
reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed reports generated by said system 
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relating to said assembled documents as equivalent to Xoan Fulfillment Workflow Engine^ as 
taught by Broadbent. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent' s Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
couples Loan Fulfillment Workflow Engine into Pope's New Office Vision Application 
("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically 
generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input 
variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; to keep the process moving 
and to ensure that all appropriate parties perform their assigned tasks in the proper order to meet 
all rules requirements applicable to the mortgage loan transaction (see Broadbent at page 3 
paragraph [0027]). 

Regarding claims 21-29: 

the rejections of claims 2-9 are fully incorporated respectively, and are rejected along 
the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 30: 

the rejection of claim 1 1 is fully incorporated, and is rejected along the same rationale. 
Regarding claim 31: 

the rejection of claims 1 and 20 are fully incorporated, and is rejected along the same 
rationale. 
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Regarding claim 32: 

the rejection of claims 1,10 and 20 are fully incorporated, and is rejected along the same 
rationale. 

Regarding claim 48, Pope teaches: 

A document assembly system in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
each document class is associated with a specific type of business 
transaction and comprises a plurality of document types. 

(See Pope para 56, teaching once the document type has been identified, and the information that 
is entered into the input variables section is used to identify the particular transaction. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed a class document as 
equivalent to the document type as taught by Pope. 

Also, see Pope fig. 1 para 29, discloses document generation software 34 that 
automatically generates business correspondence based upon inputs received at a personal 
computer 12 in the network.) 

In addition, Pope does not explicitly teach, but Broadbent teaches: 

each document type represents specific contractual provisions typically 
associated with documenting the specific type of business transaction 
including alternative and optional contractual provisions selectable by the 
user based on the specific type of business transaction being documented. 
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(See Broadbent fig. 9 and para 140, teaching Automated Compliance Engine, which is a rule 
based system, where each expression represents the 'if part of a rule, and the subset of tasks 
associated with the expression represents the 'then' part of a rule. 

Also, see Broadbent para 182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing 
the product attributes that are required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, 
balloon, index, etc. Each loan application is linked to this information via the loanproductld 
compliance parameter. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the 
claimed specific contractual provisions as equivalent to specific loan application as taught by 
Broadbent. And because the Applicant invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in 
complex involved transactions, referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, 
mergers, acquisitions and real estate transactions." (See Applicant invention specification 
para 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Broadbent 's Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) into Pope's New Office Vision 
Application ("NOVA") that automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into 
automatically generated business letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) 
wherein an input variables section appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; provides an 
extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" logical 
argument to user responses of Pope's New Office Vision Application ("NOVA"). 
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6. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any 
way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. See, MPEP 2123. 

Response to Arguments 

7. The Arguments filed on 01-12-2007 has been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Beginning on page 13 of 24 of the REMARKS (hereinafter Remarks), Applicant 
argues the following issues, which are accordingly addressed below. 

Regarding claims 1-11, 20-32, and 48: 

First: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " describe or suggest a 
document assembly production system that includes a server having a plurality of 
templates and other document assembly assets including a plurality of input documents 
stored therein, and at least one remote computer configured to communicate with the 
server, wherein the server is configured to prompt a user to select a template .fTona the 
plurality of templates, wherein each template is associated with a class of document to be 
assembled for a type of transaction and each document class includes a plurality of 
document types, and wherein each template includes logic for controlling a structure of the 

► 

assembled document including logic that controls displaying document structure questions 
and identifying input documents used for performing the document assembly. " (Remarks, 
page 13- bottom). 
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The Examiner disagrees. 

* 

Using the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, Specifically Pope discloses a web-based system for automatically generating 
correspondence. The system includes a web server for generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing. Pope system 

4 

also includes document generation software 34 that automatically generates business 
correspondence based upon inputs received at a personal computer 12 in the network, wherein 
the type of correspondence to be generated and an input variables section for identifying a 
subject of the correspondence document template and, using the retrieved data and document 
template; once the document type has been identified, and the information that is entered into the 
input variables section is used to identify the particular transaction (see Pope, Fig. 1, 5 and also 
para 6, para 24-26 , para 29, and para 56). 

Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed class 

* 

document as equivalent to the document type as taught by Pope. And because the Applicant 
invention specification discloses, "select a class of document to be assembled, and then prompts 
the user to select from a list of issues and matters those specific documents that are necessary for 
the business deal." (See Applicant invention specification para 31), and also see Applicants 
invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in complex involved transactions, 
referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, mergers, acquisitions and real estate 
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transactions, generate lengthy and complex documents in order to negotiate, finalize, and 



document such deals." (See Applicant invention specification para 2). 
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Second: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach ,f wherein each 
document type represents specific contractual provisions typically associated with 
completing the corresponding transaction type. " (Remarks, page 13- bottom, and page 14 - 
second half). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, to address the above 
newly amended portion of the claim , as discuss in the rejection above, Specifically Broadbent 
para 182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing the product attributes that are 
required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, balloon, index, etc. Each loan 
application is linked to this information via the loanproductld compliance parameter. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed specific contractual 
provisions as equivalent to specific loan application as taught by Broadbent. And because the 
Applicant invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in complex involved 
transactions, referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, mergers, acquisitions 
and real estate transactions." (See Applicant invention specification para 2). 

Third: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " a document assembly 
production system that includes a server configured to display document structure 
questions on the remote computer wherein the document structure questions displayed are 
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controlled by logic and conditions imbedded in the selected template and are displayed in a 
tree format, and receive a response for each document structure question displayed 
wherein the document structure responses determine the document types included within 
the assembled document (Remarks, page 14- bottom). 
The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, Pope discloses a web-based system for automatically generating 
correspondence. The system includes a web server for generating web pages that are transmitted 
for remote viewing using a client browser, wherein the retrieved data and document template, 
generating a document that is transmitted back to the user for viewing and editing. Pope system 
also includes document generation software 34 that automatically generates business 
correspondence based upon inputs received at a personal computer 12 in the network, wherein 
the type of correspondence to be generated and ah input variables section for identifying a 
subject of the correspondence document template and, using the retrieved data and document 
template; once the document type has been identified, and the information that is entered into the 
input variables section is used to identify the particular transaction (see Pope, Fig. 1 , 5 and also 
para 6, para 24-26 , para 29, and para 56). 

In addition, for example Broadbent discloses an Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) were used to provides an 
extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" (see 
Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140-146). Also, see Broadbent fig. 28, showing the questions 
and answers with data fields. 
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Fourth: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " wherein the 
document structure questions prompt the user to identify specific docuemt types 
representing specific contractual provisions to be included in the assembled documentJor 
completing the transaction type. " (Remarks, page 13- bottom, and page 14 - second half and 
page 15 top). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, to address the above 
newly amended portion of the claim , as discuss in the rejection above, Specifically Broadbent 
discloses the Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) wherein the XML and Document Object 
Model tree (DOM tree) were used to provides an extensive hierarchical data structure in 
responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" (See Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140- 
146). Also, see Broadbent fig. 9 and para 140, teaching Automated Compliance Engine, which 
is a rule based system, where each expression represents the 'if part of a rule, and the subset of 
tasks associated with the expression represents the 'then' part of a rule. Also, see Broadbent para 
182, teaching for each loan product, a description containing the product attributes that are 
required for compliance analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, balloon, index, etc. Each loan 
application is linked to this information via the loanproductld compliance parameter. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner interprets the claimed specific contractual 
provisions as equivalent to specific loan application as taught by Broadbent. And because the 
Applicant invention specification discloses, "Businesses engaging in complex involved 
transactions, referred to herein as "deals," such as commercial financing, mergers, acquisitions 
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and real estate transactions." (See Applicant invention specification 
para 2). 

Fifth: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " a server configured to 
identify pre-assigned, modifiable input documents from the plurality of input documents 
compatible with the selected template and the document structure responses for generating 
the documents to be assembled wherein the identified input documents including data fill- 
points, and display transaction questions on the remote computer wherein the transaction 
questions displayed are controlled by logic and conditions imbedded in the selected 
template and the document structure responses. " (Remarks, pages 15-17). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, Specifically Broadbent discloses the Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) 
wherein the XML and Document Object Model tree (DOM tree) were used to provides an 
extensive hierarchical data structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then". See 
(Broadbent fig. 9, and paragraphs 140-146). Also, see Broadbent para 182, teaching for each 
loan product, a description containing the product attributes that are required for compliance 
analysis, such as whether ARM, fixed, balloon, index, etc. Each loan application is linked to this 
information via the loanproductld compliance parameter. Also, see Broadbent fig. 28, showing 
the questions and answers with data fields. 
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Sixth: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " a server having a 
plurality of templates and other document assembly assets including a plurality of input 
documents stored therein, and at least one remote computer configured to communicate 

» 

with the server, wherein the server is configured to prompt a user to select a template from 
the plurality of templates, wherein each template is associated with a class of document to 
be assembled,for a type of transaction and each document class includes a plurality of 
document types, wherein each document type represents specific contractual provisions 
typically associated with completing the corresponding transaction type, and wherein each 
template includes logic for controlling a structure of the assembled document including 
logic that controls displaying document structure questions and identifying input 
documents used for performing the document assembly. " (Remarks, page 18). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, the above Remarks is fully incoporeates to the reponses cites above in sections 
1-4 (see above section 1-5 for details). 

i 

Seventh: Applicant argues that Pope and Broadbent fail to teach " a template associated 
with a class of document to be assembled for a type of transaction, and a document class 
having a plurality of document types typically associated with the corresponding 
transaction type, and Pope does not describe or suggest at least a document class including 
a plurality of document types typically associated with completing the corresponding 
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transaction type. " a document assembly production system that includes a server 

7 

configured to display document structure questions on the remote computer wherein the 
document structure questions displayed are controlled by logic and conditions imbedded in 
the selected template and are displayed in a tree format and wherein the document 
structure questions prompt the user to identify specific document types representing 
specific contractual provisions to be included in the assembled document for completing 
the transaction type, and receive a response for each document structure question 
displayed wherein the document structure responses determine the document types 
included within the assembled document f \ " a document assembly production system that 
includes a server configured to display document structure questions on a remote computer 
wherein the document structure questions displayed are controlled by logic and conditions 
imbedded in a selected template and are displayed in a tree format and wherein the 
document structure questions prompt the user to identify specific document types 
representing specific contractual provisions to be included in an assembled document for 
completing the transaction type, and receive a response for each document structure 
question displayed wherein the document structure responses determine the document 
types included within the assembled document. and " a document assembly production 
system that includes a server configured to identify pre-assigned, modifiable input 
documents'from the plurality of input documents' compatible with the selected template 
and the document structure responses for generating the documents to be assembled 
wherein the identified input documents including data fill-points, and display transaction 
questions on the remote computer wherein the transaction questions displayed are 
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controlled by logic and conditions imbedded in the selected template and the document 
structure responses. (Remarks, pages 19-21). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, the above Remarks is fully incoporeates to the reponses cites above in sections 
1-5 (see above section 1-5 for details). 

Eighth: Applicant argues that " the references do not establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness to combine. (Remarks, pages 22-23). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

In the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations, as discuss in the 
rejection above, and in section 1-5 the above (reponses to Remarks). It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
Broadbent's Automated Compliance Engine (ACE) wherein the XML and Document Object 
Model tree (DOM tree) into Pope's New Office Vision Application ("NOVA") that 
automatically integrates mainframe and client-server data into automatically generated business 
letters and other types of correspondence (i.e. templates) wherein an input variables section 
appears at the bottom of the NOVA main screen; provides an extensive hierarchical data 
structure in responses to ACE for executing the "if and then" logical argument to user responses 
of Pope's New Office Vision Application ("NOVA").) 
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Accordingly, the Examiner has establish a prima facie case of obviousness, and three 
basic criteria has met, also see MPEP § 2143: First, there must be some suggestion or 
motivation, either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to combine reference teachings. Second, there 
must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references when 
combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make 
the claimed combination and the reasonable expectation of success must both be found in the 

■ 

prior art, not in applicant's disclosure. In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 
1991). 

For at least all the above evidence, therefore the Examiner respectfully maintains the 
rejection at this time. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

» 

will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-8664. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Herndon R. Heather can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Quoc A. Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 21 76 

March 26, 2007 J\ ft 




